
Public Space Committee Meeting 
November 21, 2019 

 
General 
 
Branding 
Consider additional ways to incorporate the BID brand into the public space.  
Incorporate BID brand identifiers in addition to banners trash receptacle decals.  
 
Programming 
Continue to partner with local organizations including Dupont Festival 
Develop an event program now so that once the plaza construction is complete, we’re expanding on an 
existing program that people are aware of and participate in.  
Develop new partnerships such as with the American Geophysical Union for sustainability programming. 
Cultural programming and activation  
 
Landscaping 
Develop design guidelines for special events (such as holiday decorations) and plantings for consistency 
and brand awareness. 
Consider native plants/ flowers 
Consider low maintenance planting options 
Consider sunny v. shaded areas for what plants/ flowers will survive and thrive. Maybe different in 
different areas 
 
Art 
Consider the use of temporary art in the public space. Research and evaluation potential opportunities 
to partner with art museums such as the Phillips Collection.  
Use light as art in landscaping, as part of larger outdoor exhibits 
Incorporate a neighborhood identifier for Dupont Circle; both the north end of Connecticut Avenue as 
well as P Street   
Look into public art along the P Street corridor 
 
 
 

Site-Specific  
Streetscape 
 
Resiliency 
Talk to DDOT about ways to make incorporate low impact development (LID), such as in the following 
ways 

• Tree boxes 

• Potential for rain gardens 

• Stormwater recapture 
 

 
Smart Cities 



Encourage use of technologies in the public space to increase efficiencies and information sharing 
opportunities between the BID, property owners, residents, and government. 
One example is LED Lights with WIFI for public use.  
 
Materials/Utilities 
Utilize DDOT standards within streetscape so that the BID does not incur maintenance and upkeep 
expenses. 
Sidewalk consistency in material 
Consider utilities in Connecticut Ave median (water and electric) and in tree boxes (electric) to increase 
art/lighting/landscaping options.  
Consider who pays for utilities 
 
Dupont Plaza 
Ventilation area remains of interest for folks. Can we incorporate an art feature, perhaps funded by DC 
Commission on Arts and Humanities? 
Explore possibility of having a stage area that can be removed when not in use 
Look into storage options for portable elements (tables, chairs, stage) 
Shade is important to people 
Lighting elements 
Programming is an essential element of the plaza. 
Plaza should be able to be utilized for the majority of, if not the full year.  
Explore different financing models such as Sponsorship, 501 c(3) foundation, etc. Research local and 
national/international best practices. Some local examples include what other BIDS (NOMA, Downtown, 
Georgetown) have done.  
 
Dupont Circle  
Amp up programming in the Circle 
How do we work with NPS to address current issues in the short term? Is Franklin Park MOU an option 
for Dupont Circle 
What’s the best official partnership model for NPS/ BID long term 
What’s the timing?  
NPS noted they are doing a rehabilitation of the hardscape inside the Circle, potentially in 2021.  
 
Dupont Underground  
Discussion occurred around the current situation and background on the organization. Acknowledgment 
that things are in limbo now.  
BID will continue to promote and partner where it makes sense, not committing financially at this point.  
BID does not want to see the space go dark.  
Activation of DU is good for surrounding businesses 
The current World Press photo tour is getting a lot of attention. Opening night was a big success.  
 


